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Source 1
Robert Schmidt ...http://www.bluecorncomics.com/gunsgerm.html

"Diamond doesn't address the philosophical issues, he doesn't address why Europens conquered most of the world but China didn't...... That's a function of the worldview each group chose, not the 'inevitable' workings of progress.....Some cultures chose to be expansionist others chose to be isolationist.....

Source 2    From a book review of Inventing Japan 1853-1964. In the LA Times, 2/10/03:

 Japan adopted the worst elements of Western civilization and, not surprisingly, became a corrupt version of the West. The point is that this was Japan's conscious choice, not the inexorable workings of fate. It's a classic example of a nation's choosing its worldview and reaping the rewards (or punishments)   ………. Conquering continents or the whole world requires long-term strategy, mobilization, and commitment. The conquest of the Americas didn't just happen because a few monarchs were greedy. It happened because the Church and State—everyone who mattered, basically—believed it was right and necessary

Source 3 http://www.brothersjudd.com/index.cfm/fuseaction/reviews.detail/book_id/529

…… the modern tendency of scientists to use scientific theories to prove that their own political views are "correct" is especially troubling….. The book is ….intellectual dishonesty,  ….. This book completely discounts biological, intellectual and cultural differences and relies instead on environmental happenstance as the sole cause of this disparity…………….. In one of the strangest moments in the book, Diamond seems to recognize that different ethnic groupings might have genuinely differing intellectual capacities ……. The bizarre thing is that after arguing that there are such differences, Diamond never even acknowledges the possibility that such differences had any influence on the subsequent development of human societies.
Source  4   http://geography.about.com/od/historyofgeography/a/chengho_2.htm  Cheng Ho - From Matt Rosenberg.
Decades before Christopher Columbus sailed the ocean blue in search of a water route to Asia, the Chinese were exploring the Indian Ocean and Western Pacific with seven voyages of the "Treasure Fleet" that solidified Chinese control over much of Asia in the 15th century……..First Voyage (1405-1407) consisted of 62 ships, some of the largest ever built in history….. The fleet utilized the compass, Seventh Voyage (1431-1433) - a large expedition with 100 ships and 27,500 men….On the return trip in 1433 Cheng Ho is believed to have died, the era of exploration for China was soon over as the following emperors prohibited trade and even the construction of ocean-going vessels……..In 1498 Vasco da Gama reached China's favorite trading city of Calicut, and in 1521 Ferdinand Magellan finally reached Asia by sailing west. China's superiority in the Indian Ocean was unrivaled until the 16th century when the Portuguese arrived and established their colonies along the rim of the Indian Ocean.
Source 5  -  A book review by Danny Yee -  1997 http://dannyreviews.com/ 

I am always nervous when biologists turn their attention to history or anthropology. Though Diamond is a physician turned evolutionary biologist, he avoids the major pitfalls and can be read by historians and social scientists without flinching. He achieves this by avoiding some areas rather than engaging with them, however. 
Source 6  
J. Bradford DeLong  http://www.j-bradford-delong.net/   
Diamond doesn't have an answer. This is a book about why Eurasians conquered the world in the past half-millennium. It is not a book about why Europeans conquered the world in the past half-millennium.  ... According to Diamond, the China of the 15th Century BC was prevented from developing its military and technological power by the fact that no land barriers existed to block the dominance of a single power-group. Hence, when the dominant Imperial faction turned against naval expansion and technological advance, there was no chance for dissidents to find some sheltered mini-state and continue as before. More generally, European states were free to compete against each other; methods of social organisation which led to military, economic or technological weakness tended to be pushed out by better practices, but there was always plenty of leeway for different ways of doing things……..Dr Kent Deng of the LSE's Economic History Dept., felt that Diamonds explanation was implausible 
Source 7 
Contributed by R. J. Barendse, University of Leiden
May 7, 2000.   
……… much of the `old style' environmental history ( Jared Diamond is considered to be one) tends to assume the environment is `something given' - that it is `fixed' ..…… Holland was as late as the 11 th century a peat-bog on which absolutely nothing would grow, plagued by constant floods and in which any human endeavour was time and time again ruined by floods and by high levels of salt water. According to Diamond, Holland ought not to have had any population……. Attempts to explain human history through the environment are therefore equally unsatisfactory. 

SOURCE 8
http://www.essaytown.net/lib/essay/8_15.html 
How Did Evolution  Influence the Differences between Races , 2002.

…. in the past, many people believed that Europeans developed better societies (meaning technology, writing, and weapons), based on their innate superiority. It was believed that Europeans were more intelligent, had the Lord's support to conquer new territories and thus spread the Christian faith, and were physically stronger that the peoples of Africa, the Americas, or Australia and New Guinea. Diamond, after an elaborate research, dares to oppose all of these prejudiced statements, and prove them wrong."

SOURCE 9  
 http://www.familyhaven.com      An interview with author Jared Diamond

Professor Diamond compares and contrasts the development of Europe and Asia. He says that for much of human history, China led the world in technological developments. ……."The Chinese invented gun powder, printing and the compass. So, why didn't China discover the New World, and crush Europe.  China has been unified since about 221 B.C. Europe has never been unified. Charlemagne, Napolean, Hitler, could never unify Europe. That meant that when an Emperor of China, in about 1432 A.D. decided: Enough of oceanic shipping. That one person could end China's oceanic shipping. But, in Europe, when Columbus could not get support in Italy or France or Portugal, he goes to Spain. The King of Spain rejected him on the first try. On the seventh try, he gets support. So, Europe's disunity let Columbus colonize the New World whereas China's unity meant that one despot's hand on the faucet could turn off technology, and shipping and military development."

SOURCE 9  "GUNS, GERMS & STEEL"  April 17, 1998     The News Hour with Jim Lehrer Transcript

JARED DIAMOND: …… of course, they're essential in human society, in human history, but ideas and complex technology and culture can evolve only where you have the right environmental conditions, where people are settled down in large societies, in villages, and in cities, which depended upon agriculture. … cultural idiosyncrasies, … they're crucial when you're talking about differences in the fates of societies a hundred miles apart over ten or twenty years or over a century. …….but over the course of 13,000 years…it is  geography that sets the envelope of human societies.
SOURCE 10  http://www.fetchbook.com…..I don't believe for a second that Mr. Diamond can be considered even remotely objective; political correctness and an unfair judgment of Europeans is a large part of this book, which is unfortunate……. The drawbacks to this book are simple: unfairness. Mr. Diamond rarely discusses European civilization and its benefits, instead describing colonization by Europeans as "catastrophic" under all circumstances. It's interesting to see that people are still against bigotry, unless it's aimed at white people…. this book is written from an extremely one-sided viewpoint, with Europeans and people of European descent not getting the credit they deserve.

SOURCE 11  

Asymmetrical Information / January 03, 2003

From the desk of Jane Galt: How the West was Begun / Guns, Germs, and Steel …“teosinte”, the ancestor of corn, is such a poor candidate that the debate is still raging over how the hell we got from ears the size of a thumbnail to the crop that build the Americas. The argument is even weaker with animals. In some cases the ancestor is extinct; in others, such as wild boars, they do not fit the criteria he has set up. It seems to me that there is a stronger element of luck to all this than Diamond is willing to allow….

SOURCE 12  William H. McNeill criticises Diamond's thesis for not placing enough importance on cultural autonomy.......and .... wanting simple answers to processes far more complex than he has patience to investigate.

SOURCE 13  Michael Levin is in the Department of Philosophy of the Graduate Center of the City University of New York. http://www.lrainc.com/swtaboo/index.html

He (Diamond) assumes virtually without argument that all human groups are of identical average intelligence—except perhaps for New Guineans fresh from the Stone Age, ....It certainly does not follow that any two human groups will exploit these resources to precisely the same extent....
SOURCE 14  Written by Matt Nuenke August 2000.

Guns, Germs and Steel by Jared Diamond is one of those books by the racial egalitarians that tries to disprove theories that do not exist in the first place. Diamond wants to show that Western dominance and technological advancement was not a matter of a higher intellect but was due to environmental and historical circumstances. The problem is, I am not aware of any advocates who try to make the argument ….So one must wonder how such a mundane book …managed to get the Pulitzer Prize? And of course the reason is simple. This is another book by a Marxist with a universalist agenda.  It serves the political interests of those who review, publish and promote authors who are radical environmentalists.... 

SOURCE 15 Written by Matt Nuenke August 2000.  http://www.psych-books.com/

....."anyone who accuses Diamond of "geographic determinism" cannot have read the epilogue, in which he clearly rejects such an extreme position. He admits that individuals and cultures--and, for that matter, pure chance--can also influence history, but "that some environments provide more starting materials, and more favorable conditions for utilizing inventions, then do other environments." ...................and more easily dismissed, are those hecklers who howl "political correctness." Such critics seldom identify flaws in the authors arguments or even tell us what they insinuate by this increasingly meaningless term. ..........Since the books span is so sweeping ... there are bound to be statements or implications that may eventually prove inaccurate or too simplistic. 
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